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John Riesbeck is a Principal at DHJJ who advises closely held, family-run businesses, providing guidance through all stages of growth and transition. His expertise lies in tax planning, succession strategy, and navigating the complexities of generational transfers and third-party business sales. John has built a reputation for being a trusted advisor, offering both technical insight and thoughtful support to business owners working to secure their legacies.
He was drawn to the accounting field after a college internship with a public accountant, where he realized how impactful the profession could be in helping businesses and families succeed. That early experience set the course for a fulfilling and enduring career. Known for his practical advice and strong client relationships, John has guided numerous family-owned businesses through successful transitions—work he considers among his most meaningful professional accomplishments.
John holds a Bachelor of Science in Management and an MBA from the Illinois Institute of Technology, as well as a Master of Science in Taxation from DePaul University. He became a Certified Public Accountant in 1977 and earned his Certified Financial Planner™ (CFP®) designation in 1995. As a CPA and CFP®, John combines deep financial expertise with a commitment to service and simplicity. For him, the greatest reward is hearing a genuine “thank you” from a client.

Outside of work: 

John is active in his community and serves as Grand Knight of the Knights of Columbus at his parish. 

In his spare time, John repairs discarded non-starting small engines on lawnmowers, snowblowers and the like.

A firm believer in the value of hard work, John lives by the motto: “If you are working, you’re probably making money. If you’re not, you’re probably spending it. So, you’re better off working!”

